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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 00721 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PFOR, EFIS, IC, UK 

SUBJECT: UK/ICELAND FISHERIES DISPUTE: FCO SPOKESMAN 
ON LUNS VISIT TO REYKJAVIK 

REF: LONDON 563; WORREL/WOESSNER TELECON ON JANUARY 15 

1 . FCO PRESS DEPARTMENT OFFICER (JOHN BOURGOIN) TOLD 
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BRIEFINGS TO LUNS' VISIT WAS JANUARY 13 WHEN FCO WEL- 
COMED LUNS' VISIT TO ICELAND AND INDICATED THAT LUNS 
WOULD BE WELCOME IN LONDON "IF HE WERE TO SEE ANY SIGNS 
OF FLEXIBILITY ON THE PART OF ICELAND OR POSSIBILITIES 
FOR MEDIATION AND PROSPECTS FOR NEGOTIATIONS." 

2. SUBSEQUENTLY, ON JANUARY 14 FCO PRESS SPOKESMAN IN 
DAILY SESSION IN ANSWER TO A QUESTION SAID THAT NO AR- 
RANGEMENTS HAD BEEN MADE FOR LUNS TO COME TO LONDON ON 
JANUARY 16 OR 17. SPOKESMAN INDICATED THAT LUNS' VISIT 
WOULD BE WELCOME IF HE WERE TO FIND ICELAND PREPARED TO 
NEGOTIATE SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTE. 

3. IN PRESS CONFERENCE JANUARY 15, FCO SPOKESMAN AN- 
NOUNCED FOREIGN SECRETARY WOULD BE LEAVING JANUARY 18 FOR 
COPENHAGEN MEETING OF SOCIALIST PARTY LEADERS. HE ALSO 
HELD OUT POSSIBILITY CALLAGHAN COULD MEET LUNS WHEN HE 
ARRIVES IN BRUSSELS TUESDAY, JANUARY 20 FOR MEETING OF 
EUROPEAN COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. CALLAGHAN REMAINS OVER- 
NIGHT IN BRUSSELS BEFORE DEPARTING FOR BERLIN ON OFFICIAL 
VISIT JANUARY 21 AND WILL RETURN TO BRUSSELS FOR NATO 
MEETING JANUARY 23. 

4. COMMENT: PRESS REPORTS WERE BASICALLY ACCURATE IN 
HIGHLIGHTING BRITISH REACTION TO LUNS' VISIT TO ICELAND 

AS COMBINATION OF PLEASURE AND CAUTION WITH EMPHASIS ON 
GIVING LUNS OPPORTUNITY TO EXERCISE JUDGMENT AS TO POS- 
SIBLE VALUE OD CONSULTATIONS IN LONDON AFTER REYKJAVIK. 

RICHARDSON 
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